
Urban Forestry 
Program 

Diseased Tree Sanitation Methods 

OUR MESSAGE TO YOU 

Sanitation of a diseased area is a 

MUST if we are ever going to reduce 

or stop the spread of an individual 

disease pathogen. If properly done 

so, not only will it stop the spread to 

healthy trees, it will improve the 

aesthetics of the neighborhood and 

provide area for reforestation with 

native tree species less prone to 

disease. 

 

Village of Kronenwetter 

1582 Kronenwetter Drive 

Kronenwetter, WI 54455 

 

Phone: 715-693-4200 

Fax: 715-693-4202 

Business Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00 am-4:30 pm 

 

OAK WILT & URBAN FORESTRY HOTLINE 

715-693-7336 

Brought To You By: 

Village of Kronenwetter and 

Land Management Solutions LLC 

 

This flyer has been designed by the Village 
of Kronenwetter and its consultant, Land 
Management Solutions LLC. 
 
The neighbor that may have provided you 
with this flyer has volunteered to be a 
neighborhood liaison for the Village’s 
Urban Forestry Program. 
 

 

www.kronenwetter.org 

(Urban Forestry page) 
 

www.dnr.wi.gov 

(search for Forest Health) 

Healthy Tree Diseased Tree 

Oak Wilt Life Cycle 



 

METHODS TO REDUCE THE SPREAD OF OAK WILT 

Oak wilt requires a detailed step-by-step approach which can be used or slightly modified for other tree 

diseases. The following MUST BE DONE to achieve success in reducing the spread of oak wilt: 

 Remove all diseased trees that are currently affected. These trees, if left standing, WILL be the cause 

of the oak wilt fungus that can spread to nearby healthy trees. 

 Trees should either be burned or taken to an approved waste disposal site for processing (these are 

generally open from September–end of January since this is the best period to clean up and sanitize 

areas). 

 If trees have been standing dead for more than a year, 

the above ground portion of the tree can no longer pro-

duce the fungus. The fungus DOES reproduce howev-

er, in the root system and will continue to move 

through common roots to healthy trees. 

 NEVER transport firewood without permission from 

the Village. This is one of the leading ways that new 

infection locations are created. 

 If healthy trees still exist, they can generally be saved 

by placing vibratory plow lines between the infection 

area and the trees to be saved. This is a narrow trench 

that is knifed into the ground to a depth of 4-feet, cut-

ting all root connections. (vibratory plowing shown at 

left) 

 Covering of diseased oak wilt wood is an option for 

those who wish to save the wood as firewood.  Re-

member, the oak wilt fungus can only reproduce in the 

dead tree the year after it dies. If the tree is properly 

removed, wood and branches that are greater than 3-

inches in size, MUST be wrapped in 6 ml plastic (as 

shown in diagram on right) until the end of August 

that year. It can then be uncovered and allowed to dry 

for the fungus will no longer be present. 

 

Proper Way of Covering 

Wood with Oak Wilt Fungus 

Oak Wilt Cost Share Programs  The Village currently has cost share programs available that may reim-

burse property owners for certain measures taken to control oak wilt.  Information on the Oak Wilt Man-

agement Cost Share and the Oak Wilt Sanitation Cost Share is available by visiting www.kronenwetter.org 

(Urban Forestry/Oak-Wilt page) or by calling the Kronenwetter Municipal Center at 715-693-4200 or the 

Oak Wilt Hotline at 715-693-7336. 

Step #1—Lay heavy mill plastic on the ground and 

stack wood on top. (6 ml plastic is preferred) 

Step #2—Fold plastic up the sides of the pile and 

staple. 

Step #3—Lay another piece of plastic over the top 

of the pile, overlapping the lower plastic sheet. 

Step #4—Staple top sheet to wood as done with 

lower sheet in Step #2. Duct tape seems to ensure a 

tight seal. Keep closed until August 15. After that 

period, use as regular firewood. 

Goodbye oak wilt! 

Vibratory Plowing 

DID YOU KNOW? 
The oak wilt fungus grows in a 
standing tree that died the previous 
summer.  The fungus then grows in 
the dead wood the year after that 
tree has died and can be carried to 
other trees by beetles. 

See Oak Wilt Life Cycle on back 

http://www.kronenwetter.org/departments/urban-forestry/oak-wilt/

